




Shooting for the STARS ðUpdate on 

Sustainability Assessment for UCCS
Kimberly Reeves ðOffice of Sustainability



STARS

The Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating 
System (STARS) is a transparent, self -reporting 
framework for colleges and universities to measure their 
sustainability performance



History of STARS at UCCS

Å2008 -09 | UCCS is one of 70 institutions 

participating in the pilot

Å2011 | UCCS receives Silver rating

Å2015 | UCCS receives Gold rating

Å2018 | UCCS submits in Feb. 



Highlights of 2018 Submission



2018 Submission Next Steps

ÅFinish collaborative responses

ÅReview

ÅSubmit | Stay Tuned!

ÅHow can you engage?

ïstars.aashe.org 

ïUse your UCCS email to create a profile

ïReview credits that engage your department and 
encourage UCCS to continue moving forward 
together!



Compass Curriculum

Sustainability-Flagged Courses
Steve Jennings ðGeography & Environmental Studies



SUSTAINABILITY IN COMPASS 

CURRICULUM



UCCS GENERAL EDUCATION 

GOALS

3) Act and Interact

Students will cultivate self-awareness and understanding of 
their impactðlocally, nationally, and globally. Students will be 
prepared to participate effectively in a society that encompasses 
diverse experiences, perspectives, and realities. This area 
includes: 

ïResponsibilityðpersonal, civic, and social

ïEngagementðcreative, collaborative, artistic, and 
innovative 

ïInclusivenessðcompetencies for cultural responsiveness 
across social differences in contexts ranging from local to 
global

ïSustainabilityðunderstanding the interaction between 
human development and the natural environment



UCCS SUSTAINABILITY FLAGGED 

COURSES

Each Sustainability-flagged 

course must address 

at least one of the three 

pillars of sustainability.



UCCS SUSTAINABILITY FLAGGED 

COURSES

Å Beth-El College of Nursing and Health Sciences

ï3 classes

Å BI Program

ï1 class

Å College of Education

ï1 class

Å College of Business

ï1 class

Å College of Engineering

ï3 classes

Å Letters, Arts, and Sciences

ï12 departments, 75 classes

Å School of Public Affairs

ï3 classes



UCCS SUSTAINABILITY FLAGGED 

COURSES

Å Beth-El College of Nursing and Health Sciences

ïHSCI 4090 Food, Culture, Community, and Health

Å BI Program

ïENTP 1000 Introduction to Entrepreneurship

Å College of Education

ïIELM 2000 Integrated Science for Teachers

Å College of Business

ïBUAD 4000 Business, Government, Law, and Society 

Å College of Engineering

ïMAE 4302 Sustainable Energy Systems

Å Letters, Arts, and Sciences

ïWEST 3760 Social Justice and Sustainability

Å School of Public Affairs

ïCJ 2050 Introduction to Human Security



Continuing the Food Revolution 

at UCCS: Food Next Door, 

SWELL, Grain School
Nanna MeyerðSports Nutrition





And Local FoodéLocal 

Food 

isé

safe 

suitabl

e 

seaso

nal

simple 

symbi

otic 

seaml

Joel Salatin



The story of those who feed usé

FROST FARM, Hanover, CO

Larga Vista

Ranch, Boone, CO
NEW ROOTS

FARM, Pueblo CO

Venetucci Farm

Colorado Springs, CO
Hobbs Family Farm,

Avondale, CO

And the next

Generation of 

farmers

Field trips began in 2011 with Food, Culture, Community and Health 



Sustainability Strategic Plan integrated Food in 2012

Greenhouse was built in 2013

UCCS Food Service Transition occurred in 2014

Food Next Door started in 2014 with Healthy Campus Initiative ïnow SWELL 

Good Food Project starts (2014), followed by Local Food Literacy (2015) and 



Academic Connection, Nutrition, 
and Local Food
Sustainability, Wellness & Learning (SWELL)

SWELL is a campus food initiative

to promote wellness through

hands-on learning and skill

building in sustainability practices

to regenerate human health,

cultivate a mindful society, and

protect planet Earth.



Food Next DoorThe Flying Carrot 

Food Literacy Truck

Wellness & 

Recreation Athletics

$70,000 Annual Budget for SWELL Graduate 

Students



Farmers Markets

Community 
Events

UCCS 

Local Schools



Cooking with local food

Developing culinary skills

Discovering new foods

Recognizing biodiversity

Engaging community, creating access

Getting people excited about food

Inspiring each other and those visiting

Connecting with farmers

Re-inventing personal food journeys

Exchanging cultural food experiences

Expanding dietetics profession

Becoming farmers & gardeners

Learning about sustainability

Calculating economic benefits

Understanding issues of food justice 

Understanding sustainable agriculture

Lessons Learnedé.

http://www.localfoodshift.pub/the-

meaning-of-local-food-in-education/

COOKING

FARM to 

CONSUMER 

Connection

Personal food 

journeys, some 

becoming 

farmersé

Understanding 

sustainability in the 

context of food


