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As Population Increases and 
Climate Change Affects Colorado, 
What are Colorado Strategies for 
Conserving and Protecting our 
Water?



1. Population, Climate Change, and the Colorado 
Water Plan 

2. Strategies for Conserving and Protecting 
Colorado’s Water -- A Framework for Solutions 

3. Strategies in Partnership With Municipalities

4. Strategies in Partnership With Agriculture

AGENDA



https://youtu.be/TzbnuvNKUNU


Role of Climate Variability in Long 

Term Water Planning

Statewide Water Supply Initiative 2016 & The Colorado Water Plan







Projected change in municipal water diversions(AF) with 
range of climate change increases



Projected change in municipal water diversions(AF) with 
range of climate change increases



Strategies for Conserving and Protecting 
Colorado’s Water: A Framework for Solutions

Our Mission is to protect 
the lands and waters 

upon which all life 
depends.



The Nature Conservancy 
envisions a future: 

• with enough water – at 
the right times and 
places –

• to support functioning 
and resilient ecosystems 

• while at the same time 
providing water to 
sustain our agricultural 
systems, cities, and 
industry.

Strategies for Conserving and Protecting 
Colorado’s Water:  A Framework for Solutions



Strategies in Partnership With Municipalities

• Conservation 

• Reuse Technologies

• Water Source Protection 



Strategies in Partnership With Agriculture

[Aaron – insert your 
preferred intro title for 
your water bank 
presentation]



On Farm

Irrigation District

Community

Basin



On Farm



Partners

Tools



Irrigation District
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Community & 
Basin





Contact:  Aaron Derwingson, aderwingson@tnc.org

www.nature.org/coloradoriver

Questions?


